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By Godwin Ligo

A politicAl cAndidAte in 
the recent Shefa Provincial 
Elections, Matiatonga Lulu 
Suposu, of Mele Village has 
conceded to defeat, but at 
the same calls on the 18 
winning candidates in the 
Shefa provincial elections to 
stand united and advance 
deve lopments  in  Shefa 
Province.

This is the first time that 
one of the Mele Youth Leaders 
decided to test the political 
ground with the hope he 
would realise his vision for 
the young people in Mele and 
Shefa as a whole, but did not 
make it.

“While I humbly accept 
the defeat, and knowing that 
this is my first time to test the 
political ground, my hope now 
for the 18 winning candidates 

in the new provincial council 
is for them to leave their 
political differences behind, 
come together, work with the 
church leaders, the chiefs, the 
women and all youth leaders 
in all the islands of Shefa, in 
order to bring about changes 
that will boost better living for 
the people of Shefa Province,” 
he said.

“At the same time, I wish to 
emphasize to our new Shefa 

Councilors that they must 
work closely with the youths, 
the chiefs, the church leaders, 
women and even understand 
the minds of our elderly and 
the children what the Shefa 
Provincial Council next four-
year priorities should be.

“They cannot work out 
their own priorities without 
understanding the needs of 
the people,” he emphasized.

The young man who 

has been instrumental in 
recording the history of 
Mele Village and its people 
over the years, says he will 
continue with what he has 
been doing, because, he said, 
without recorded history of 
the village, its past and all 
the families of Mele or Imere, 
one day the young generation 
will regret having no proper 
or true record of their village 
and families.

“One of my concern is that 
because Mele Village is close 
to town and the population is 
growing fast, our provincial 
leaders must always be 
mindful of how to control our 
youths of today and tomorrow 
not to get tangle in the foreign 
and unwanted behaviors 
that are already evident and 
ruining the lives of many 
young people in Port Vila 
town today,” he cautioned.

Suposu concedes to defeat, calls for unity

By Esau Iaruel

A former nAtionAl United 
Party (NUP) leader on Tanna, 
Mr Willie Smithy has called 
on supporters of political 
parties that were formed out 
of Vanua’aku Party (VP) and 
Union of Moderate Parties 

(UMP) to return to their 
origins.

“As a long t ime NUP 
Regional Coordinator for 
late MP Morking Stevens, 
today I have come back to 
Vanua’aku Pati and now I am 
campaigning for Vanua’aku 
pati.

“I think we all should come 
back to these two main parties 
and join hands together and 
help our senior leaders,” he 
said.

Mr Smithy said after the VP 
split on Aneityum during a 
national party congress, Late 
Father Walter Lini decided to 
form NUP, which he served 
faithfully.

But, he said like humans 
with only two arms that are 
left and right, it is the same 
in politics with VP and UMP.

The former NUP supporter 
said maybe there are too 
many political parties today 
because of the argument 
over land, division through 
the churches or arguing over 
leadership.

“Let  us put al l  these 
differences away and build 
our small Republic.”

Smithy made the call just 
before the official results 
were read out by the Electoral 
Commission last week.

Come back call reiterated with action

Mr Willie Smithy, for NUP Regional Coordinator who has now joined VP.

By Len Garae

if the chAirmAn of north 
West Efate Area Tribunal, 
Chief Wilson Popovi’s attempt 
to caution clients of Udaone 
Land against paying any fees 
to individuals up front has 
sounded as if he was asking 
for money to be paid to him 
personally then he apologizes 
to Marie-Noelle Ferrieux 
Patterson of Hudson and Co 
Barristers and Solicitors & 
Notary.

Speaking on behalf of Chief 
Popovi, Deputy Chief Timothy 
Kalangis says the chief is well 
aware of the joint legally 
binding arrangement in place.

However Chief Kalangis 
explains, “The Chief has 
received reports that certain 
individuals have approached 
clients on Udaone Land to pay 
them their dues and this was 
why he advised them to go to 
the Chief who would in turn, 
advise them to deposit the fees 

through the existing channel 
as ordered by the court,” Chief 
Kalangis explains.

“Once again the Chief 

wishes to apologise for any 
misunderstanding regarding 
his advice to clients operating 
on Udaone Land.”

Chief clarifies advice about fees

Chief Popovi well aware of legally binding arrangement

A trAvel informAtion centre will 
be established on Tanna to boost 
tourism in Tafea province.

This  was  formal ized in  a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOU) 
yesterday at Isangel on Tanna.

The agreement was signed by 
the Tafea Travel Information Centre 
(TTIC) and the Tanna Tourism 
Recovery Project (TTRP) and 
witnessed by the Department of 
Tourism (DoT) and the ‘Skills for 
Economic Growth Program (TVET).

The travel information centre will 
be located at the Whitegrass Airport.

In yesterday’s signing, the TTIC 
was represented by the Manager of 
Whitegrass Airport , Edward Natoivi, 
and Secretary General (SG) of Tafea, 
Ketty Napwatt as Chairman of TTRP.

All parties agree to support and 
contribute to the sustainable set-up 
and operations of TTIC, as the one-
stop-shop marketing outlet for 
accredited tourism products in Tafea.

It will be based on the successful 
models now operating for Sanma and 

Malampa provinces.
The Australian Government, 

through its Governance for Growth 
Program, is providing financial 
support for the establishment of the 
booking and information centre.

The funds came through the 
Tanna Tourism Recovery Project 
implemented by the DoT and 
supported by the Skills for Economic 
Growth Program.

The MOU agrees for the TTRP 
to provide Vt4,600,000 to set up 
the centre, which is expected to be 
launch in TTRP second phase.

DoT agrees to support the set-up 
of TTIC through the provision and 
facilitation of a volunteer business 
adviser through the Australian 
Vo lunteer  fo r  In te rnat iona l 
Development Program.

The responsibility to provide 
operational and marketing support 
through funding for  annual 
marketing plans, attendance at 
trade shows as well as branding 
collaborating lies on the national 

tourism office.
While these authorities have been 

working hard to ensure products 
meet the national tourism minimum 

standards, most of the products have 
no website or access to marketing, 
said the Tafea Tourism Development 
and Production Officer, Jimmy 

Kawiel.
The priority of the project now is to 

improve quality product to increase 
visitors’ experience, said Kawiel.

MOU signed for a Tafea  
travel information centre

The signing for the Call Centre for Tafea took place on Tanna.


