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One Of the reasOn peOple in 
the northern Torba province 
c a n n o t  i m p r o v e  t h e i r 
standards of living is because 
they lack access to agricultural 
market opportunities.

In the past, people from 
nearby islands of Vanualava 
would use canoes or travel 
on boats with their produces 
to Sola, headquarter of the 
province, where they find 
appropriate space along the 
shore to sell.

They struggle to earn 
money for school fees and 
family needs.

But today, these people 
have been given a proper 
market house where they sell 
without without fear.

It was recently opened 
by the Austral ian High 
Commissioner, Jenny Da Rin 
and witnessed by the Minister 
of Agriculture, Livestock, 
Fisheries, Forestry and Bio 
Security (MALFFB), Matai 
Seremaiah. Funded by the 
Direct Aid Program (DAP), 
through the Australian High 
Commission, the multi -
purpose  s t ruc ture  was 
designed to house the sale 
of agricultural produces, 
handicrafts and livestock 
across Torba.

This market might be the 
first one in Vanuatu which has 
a permanent built-in disability 
access ramp, giving people 
with disability the opportunity 
to make a living.

Before the construction of 
the market house, producers 
would sell their produce in 
front of retail shops. This was 

unhygienic and there were 
no quality control measures 
in place for packaging and 
pricing.

This urgent need was 
identified by the Australian 
Government funded Torba 
Skills Centre (TVET Centre) 
which aims to upskill farmers 
and improve production 
quality.

T o r b a  P r o v i n c i a l 
G o v e r n m e n t  C o u n c i l 
(TPGC also planned for the 
establishment of a market 
house. This did not happen 
due to insufficient resources.

In collaboration with the 
TPGC training board, the Torba 

Skills Centre facilitated the 
development of a collaborative 
proposal to the DAP. This 
involved the Skills Centre 
using the construction of a 
new market house as an ‘on-
the-job’ training opportunity 
for local builders.

Provincial government 
s takeholders  agreed to 
contribute to the costs of 
freight and materials.

Once DAP funds were 
approved, the Skills Centre 
engaged Vanuatu’s national 
training provider, the Vanuatu 
Institute of Technology, 
to deliver on-site the new, 
n a t i o n a l l y  a c c r e d i t e d 

Certificate II in Building 
Construction course.

18 locals participated in the 
training, with the practical 
component focused on the 
construction of the Sola 
Market House. They were the 
very cohort of graduates to 
successfully complete the new 
Building and Construction 
training package course under 
the Vanuatu Qualifications 
Authority.

During the opening of the 
market, Minister Seremiah 
pledged the support of his 
ministry in the funding of a 
fish market which will cater 
for the sale of the vast marine 

resources of Torba Province.
The fish market will be 

located at the back of the 
market house. There will be 
purpose-fit tables for vendors, 
a hygienic environment to 
ensure safe food handling 
processes, and a pricing and 
packing mechanism which 
will be monitored by the 
Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development.

All vendors will become 
clients of DARD, providing 
them access to information 
and workshops, as well as 
ongoing skills development 
support through the Torba 
Skills Centre.

The  market  vendor ’ s 
representative, Helen Milroy, 
said: “We depend on market 
to earn income.

“We usually sell in front 
of shops, under the trees, or 
along the beaches. We get wet 
in the rain, cold, hungry and 
sometimes scared. We also 
lack the knowledge to produce 
and provide quality products 
and services for market.

“The new market house 
will provide a better place 
for us mothers to sell our 
produce and also change 
our attitudes and methods 
related to farming for market. 
Through the market house 
project, I believe we mothers 
and farmers will gain more 
knowledge and techniques. It 
will be a very big change for 
us.”

In her speech, Commissioner 
Rin said the government of 
Australia is pleased to support.

“We know about  the 
famer’s, especially women 
condition and want to help. 
We believe that this new 
market house will greatly 
change the lives of those who 
produce agricultural products 
and small business operators 
in Vanualava and throughout 
Torba Province”, she said.

T h e  m a r k e t  w i l l  b e 
managed by a team appointed 
by TPGC Secretary General. 
The Management team will 
be responsible for developing 
policies, guidelines, and 
regulations of the market 
house.

TPGC will be responsible 
for providing other necessary 
infrastructure for the market 
house.

New market for Torba opens

The newly opened milt-purpse market house for Torba at Sola on Vanualava

By Godwin Ligo

Many ChurChes thrOughOut 
Port Vila and Efate had to cancel 
their Palm Sunday programs due 
to bad weather of heavy rain and 
winds caused by Tropical Cyclone 
Cook last Sunday.

Information received by the 
Daily Post from Churches in and 
around Port Vila, indicated that 
nearly all Churches throughout 
the capital and around Efate 
were forced to cancel Palm 
Sunday Services which is one of 
the important event on Christian 
calendar, because of the bad 
weather.

However, some Churches 
organized family and close 
community indoor services to 
commemorate Palm Sunday, a 
time in Christian calendar that 
Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem 

on a donkey as recorded in the 
Bible.

“Bad weather of rain and 
strong winds brought by TC 
Cook, could not stop Christians 
from fellowshipping in homes 
and small Christian gatherings to 
pray, read the Word of God and 
recalling the Biblical history of 
Palm Sunday. As Christians we 
are not bound by any situations to 
Pray and Worship God, especially 
on this occasion of Palm Sunday 
to recall Christ’s victorious entry 
into Jerusalem,” one Pastor 
commented to the Daily Post.

Vanuatu is in the center of the 
Holy Week with Good Friday 
and Easter Resurrection Day 
approaching this weekend.

Christian Youths Organizations 
from different denominations 
are organizing East Youth Camps 
outside Port Vila this weekend.

Palm Sunday 
Services affected 

by TC Cook

By Harrison Selmen, Suva, Fiji

Minister Of finanCe gaetOn pikOune 
and members of his delegation visited 
Vanuatu students at Laucala Campus in 
Fiji last Thursday.

Minister Pikoune paid the courtesy 
visit to meet the students after attending 
high Government meetings in Suva.

The delegation included Acting 
Director General of Finance Tony Sewen, 
Governor of Reserve Bank Simeon Athy, 
Dr. Michael Hililan, a representative of 
the Vanuatu National Provident Fund 
(VNPF) and an officer from the Finance 
Department.

The President of the Vanuatu Students 
Association (VSA), Mr. Benson Obed, 
welcomed the delegation and briefly 
outlined the responsibilities of VSA and 
all the activities it has been undertaking 
to address the needs and wellbeing of 
students across different campuses in 
Fiji.

He thanked the Minister for taking 
the time out from his busy schedule to 
meet the students.

“It is an honor and respect to have 
you as a Government Minister with us 
today here,” he said. “Thus, we can 
share with you our challenges and also 
what we are doing here not only looking 

at students but with any issues affecting 
our people back home”.

Mr. Obed said Vanuatu students raised 
money to send back home when cyclone 
Pam hit Vanuatu very badly back in 2015 
but their biggest challenge is always the 
delay in receiving student allowances 
from the Vanuatu Government.

Students’ Academic attaché in 
Laucala, Mr. Johnson Vora, said this 
year the number for Vanuatu students 
studying in Fiji has increased and 
accommodation is one of the setbacks 
that students faced.

Minister Pikoune responded to all the 
plights raised by the students saying it 
is the government’s duty to make sure 
its human resources are well looked 

after. He said the current government 
has invested the highest funds into the 
education sector especially scholarships 
given that this is the only resource the 
country can depend on in future.

The minister encouraged the students 
to perform higher and well in their 
studies and must always treasure the 
opportunity they have in life.

Other key note speeches were 
made by Mr. Sewen and Mr. Athy on 
how the Ministry and institution they 
serve operates and the need for future 
human resource to move the institution 
forward.

The event ended with the Minister 
handing over a sum of F$2,500 to the 
VSA president.
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