
Vanuatu Tyre Wholesalers 
No 2 Lagoon & Tebakor Station 

Ph 24141, Mob 7769546 
 

So you need tyres?     You’ve come to the right place. 
  
Whether you drive a car, 4x4, truck or van, forklift, tractor or backhoe our mission is to provide you 
with the right tyre at the best price. Our team know tyres inside out and we’re focused on delivering 
100% satisfaction to all of our customers. Plus, with a wide range of brands, we’ll be sure to find you 
the perfect tyre for your vehicle and your budget. 
 

 
  

 

Proudly supplying Asco outlets throughout Vanuatu 

We guarantee to better any cash price in 
town* 

*tyre must of same size and quality 
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By Jonas Cullwick

The MinisTer of inTernal 
Affairs, Alfred Maoh, returned 
from Tasmania Sunday after 
leading a high-powered 
delegation on a fact-finding 
mission to the Australian island 
state of Tasmania to discuss 
the potentials for Vanuatu 
workers under the seasonal 
employment scheme with 
Australia.

He was accompanied by 
the Commissioner of Labour, 
Lionel Kaluat.

A l s o  a c c o m p a n y i n g 
M i n i s t e r  M a o h  w e r e 
Parliamentary Secretary (PS) 
Andrew Napuatt and PS John 
Sala who returned late last 
week and the delegation 
included Vanuatu’s High 
Commissioner in Canberra, 
Kalfau Kaloris, on the mission 
supported by the Prime 
Minister Charlot Salwai.

Maoh told journalists on 

arrival at Bauerfield Airport 
that the visit to Tasmania was 
made possible through the 
Business Personnel Solution 
(BPS) who approached a few 
key people in Vanuatu and the 
delegation took a proactive 
measure to go. They met 
officials of the seasonal work 
program to learn more about 
the program.

“Our meetings have been 
very fruitful and we met 
with the state government 
of Tasmania and they fully 
support what we went to do 
on behalf of Vanuatu.

“Instead of us waiting 
for growers to come, we 
have taken the proactive 
measure to go ourselves and 
approach them and we took 
this opportunity to do the 
negotiations.”

The Minister reminded 
r epor t e r s  tha t  on  the 
government-to-government 
l eve l  a r rangement ,  an 

understanding had been 
established with Australia and 
New Zealand about 10 years 
ago. From that we have seen a 
high demand for workers in NZ 
and we see this rising demand 
coming up in Australia to about 

a thousand workers so far.
“But we want to increase 

this figure. This is why we 
have targeted Tasmania which 
is very unique in its products 
and they need workers there.

“We met also with officials 

of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and External Trade in 
Canberra who had been very 
instrumental in facilitating our 
visit,” the Minister continued.

“It is planned that what we 
can do in Tasmania, would be 

replicated in others states in 
main land Australia.”

The Minister of Internal 
Affair said the demand in 
Tasmania for workers was very 
high and they needed as much 
as 5,000 to 10,000 workers, 
“but we want to contextualize 
this as quality workers both 
from the men and women and 
the young to go to Australia 
and Tasmania as workers and 
also Ambassadors of Vanuatu.”

The Vice Premier of Tasmania 
wrote a supportive note from 
the state government to the 
Prime Minister of Vanuatu. 
Following this a Memorandum 
of Understanding between 
Vanuatu and Australia will be 
signed in February 2017 and 
the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Internal Affairs 
will need to visit Australia to 
sign this other MOU “for both 
countries to continue to enjoy 
the benefits of the seasonal 
work program”.

Demand for workers in Tasmania high: Minister

Minister of Internal Affairs Alfred Maoh (l) and Commissioner of Labour Lionel Kaluat arriving at Buerfield Airport, Port Vila from trip to Tasmania.

By Anita Roberts

Providing Training To iMProve 
skills and support disabled 
people into employment was a 
prime objective of a workshop 
held at Lakatoro on Malekula.

T h e  w o r k s h o p  w a s 
facilitated by the Australian 
Government funded Malampa 
T V E T  C e n t r e  a n d  t h e 
Department of Fisheries.

Three of the 12 participants 
were females living with 
disabilities.

Lilly Banga has hearing 
impairment, Christine Terong 

with physical impairment 
and Gisele Ureles suffers 
both vision and physical 
impairments, and were part 
of the inclusive design and 
crafting workshops.

Increasing income levels 
of people with disabilities 
through enhancing skills 
is the main focus of the 
Aus t ra l i an  government 
TVET Sector Strengthening 
Program in Vanuatu.

Many of the people with 
disabilities are cared at home 
by families.

The TVET Program believes 

that providing training will 
help them to feel confident 
about their disability and to 
boost their participation in 
economic development.

The workshop on Malekula 
begun with design and 
drawing .  Through th i s 
workshop, participants have 
enhanced basic drawing and 
designing skills.

Through the sea shell 
c r a f t i n g  w o r k s h o p , 
participants have learned 
about the different types of 
tools for engraving, safety and 
preparation of sea shells for 

drawing, value adding and 
polishing of finished products.

According to the Malampa 
TVET Centre Manager, Ellis 
Silas, over 100 handicraft 
products were produced after 
the workshop.

“Products ranging from 

necklaces, bracelets, ear rings, 
key rings, all with different 
designs-and all at standard 
for sale,” he said.

At the end of the workshop, 
a mini exhibition was held 
to show case the products. 
These products are on sale 

at the Malampa Handicraft 
Centre.

The participation of people 
with disability in the TVET 
Centre’s skills development 
program has doubled recently.

Many of the participants 
have increased their incomes.

Supporting people with learning disabilities develop skills

One of the female disability participants, Ureles, grinding her shell. Supporting people with disability into  
employment was the prime objective of a workshop facilitated by the Malampa TVET Centre at Lakatoro


