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By Godwin Ligo

The VanuaTu GoVernmenT 
began the Vt1,030,000,000 
roll-out of payments for 
outstanding claims to the 
Public Servants, in various 
sectors of the Public Service, 
yesterday morning.

This includes those who 
have either retired, medically 
unfit to continue working 
in the public service, and 
or resigned from the public 
service and were paid claims, in 
accordance with the provisions 
of the Employment Act.

While the payout of claims 
involved many public servants 
across all government sectors 
such as medical staff, teachers, 
members of Vanuatu Police 
Forces, and others of the 
government services, some of 
those entitled received their 
cheques yesterday, while the 
Ministry and the Department 
of Finance were and are busy, 
running off cheques for all 
outstanding claimants.

Both the Prime Minister 
Charlot Salwai, and the 
Minister of Finance Gaetan 
Pikioune, assured everyone 

entitled that they will begin 
receiving their cheques as of 
yesterday afternoon and the 
coming days and weeks until 
all outstanding claims are 
paid.

The first payout, mostly 
to the families of the public 
servants who have passed 
away, was made by the Prime 
Minister Charlot Salwai, in 
July 2016.

The amount of the payout 
claims at the time came to 
Vt400 million across the 
board.

Yesterday was the second 
and the first roll-out payments 
to the public servants who 
have either retired, medically 
unfit to continue working and 
or resigned and were paid their 
claims in accordance with the 
provisions of the Employment 
Act, both Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance confirmed 
to the Daily Post.

“This is a Government 
obligation that has been 
outstanding over the years.

“It is the obligation of the 
Government to ensure this is 
cleared now and come 2017, 
the Government will put 

in place a new mechanism 
or system where claims for 
retired civil servants, or those 
medically unfit to continue 
working or resigning and 
justified to be paid their 
claims, will no longer need to 
have to wait, because the new 
system will take care of pay out 
upon their leaving the public 

service,” the Prime Minister 
Charlot Salwai revealed to the 
Daily Post and supported by 
the Minister of Finance Gaetan 
Pikioune.

They called on the public 
servants across the board in 
all government sectors, as of 
January 2017 onward.

While it was not clear how 

many public servants including 
medical staff, teachers, Vanuatu 
Police Forces and all other 
government sectors that are on 
the list of the current payout, 
the Daily Post understands 
that there several hundreds 
of public servants who are 
entitle to the payout claims 
outstanding from the past up 

to this point of time.
In his opening remarks 

before the Minister of Finance, 
Gaetan Pikioune presented 
the cheques to the claimants 
who were present yesterday 
morning, the Prime Minister 
Charlot Salwai, said the 
total funds to take care of all 
outstanding past and present 
claims is not from foreign 
aid but from the Vanuatu 
Government itself.

“I wish to call on all of you 
who are receiving your cheques 
today and in the coming days 
and in the New Year 2017 as 
we make the roll-out payment 
to every claimant to invest your 
money wisely in order to help 
you and your families.

“The government and all of 
us are pleased because all these 
money will be invested back 
into the country,” said Prime 
Minister Charlot Salwai.

The Minister of Finance 
supported the Prime Minister 
by reiterating that all those 
claimants that are yet to 
receive their cheques, that 
they will begin receiving them 
as of yesterday afternoon, in 
the coming days and weeks.

Over Vt1 billion payout 
for public servants 

Dignified and appreciative payout recipient (c) receives his cheque from smiling PM Salwai (r) and smiling Finance Minister Pikioune (l)

By Anita Roberts

all schools in VanuaTu will 
begin their 2017 academic 
year in February, the Ministry 
of Education and Training 
(MOET) has announced.

Classes starts on February 
13.

According to the 2017 
school calendar released by 
the MOET, term I starts from 
February 13 to May 12.

Term II begins May 29 and 
ends on August 25.

Next year’s school year ends 
on December with term III 
beginning from September 11.

All principals of primary 
and secondary schools and 
all teachers are requested to 
resume duty as from January 
10, 2017 and should be 
present in their respective 
schools by January 30.

Teachers’ internal posting 
has already been released.

Meanwhile, the marking of 
final examinations has been 
completed and the results will 
be released before end of this 
year.

Parents will have one month 
to make final preparations for 
their children’s tuition fees 
before school starts.

2017 school 
year begins 
February 13

The Tanna Tourism recoVery 
Project (TTRP) Committee 
held its final meeting for 2016 
recently at Isangel on Tanna.

The project was developed 
by the Department of Tourism 
in response to the devastation 
effects of cyclone Pam on the 
local tourism industry on 
Tanna.

I t  i s  f unded  by  the 
Austra l ian Government 
through the Governance for 
Growth (GfG) program as 
part of Australia’s support to 
the recovery effort.

The project is managed 
in partnership between the 
Tafea Department of Tourism, 
Tafea Provincial Government, 
Tafea Tourism Association 
and implemented through 
the Australian Government 
funded Skills for Economic 
Growth Program.

The objectives of TTRP 
are to improve the quality 
of tourism accommodation 
on  Tanna  pos t - cyc lone 
Pam by providing product 
development support and 
subsidized materials to key 
tourism accommodation 
businesses.

Commencing in mid-2016, 
the Tanna Tourism Recovery 
Project as already provided 3 
targeted skills development 
activities and 57 individual 
coaching visits to 19 tourism 

accommodation businesses 
as well as over Vt8 million in 
construction and renovation 
materials.

Current ly,  over  Vt11 
million has been spent as 
part of a Vt23.3 million 

investment into the sector’s 
recovery on Tanna including 
Vt1.3 million for ‘natangura’ 
purchased from communities 
in Malekula through the 
Malampa TVET Centre.

A locally-based online 

bookings and information 
centre will be established as 
part of the project in early 
2017.

Based on the successful 
models in Malampa and 
Sanma, the Tafea Travel 

Centre will aim to strengthen 
the l inks between local 
tour i sm opera tors  and 
in t e rna t i ona l  t ou r i s t s , 
while enhancing product 
and provincial destination 
marketing.

Partnership leading tourism recovery effort on Tanna

Tanna after cyclone Pam


