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By Len Garae

At lAst A solution hAs been 
found for any ni-Vanuatu 
copra producer in the islands 
or farmer who has to pay the 
high transportation cost to 
get his copra or farm produce 
to the market because he can 
now transport his bags stuff 
on his own vehicle, thanks to a 
new partnership between the 

National Bank of Vanuatu and 
On Wheels.

NBV and On Wheels proudly 
announced their partnership 
at the Vanuatu Agri-Tourism 
Festival at Tagabe last week.

General Manager of On 
Wheels, Sylvain Todman and 
Karen Ben of NBV say they 
are targeting urgent transport 
needs in the islands because 
the need for transport is not 

as urgent in urban areas.
Karen Ben says coupled 

with existing NBV network in 
the islands, they have agreed 
to partner with On Wheels to 
provide easy to pay loans to 
ni-Vanuatu who qualify for a 
loan with them.

“We’ve agreed to partner 
with On Wheels because 
they are marketing superiour 
q u a l i t y  p r o d u c t s  a n d 

transportation remains a 
major challenge in the islands. 
We have stepped in to help the 
people by partnering with On 
Wheels, to allow ni Vanuatu to 
have access to the products to 
boost economic productivity 
in rural areas”,  Ben says.

O n  W h e e l s  G e n e r a l 
Manager,  Todman, says 
pr imari ly  they want to 
contribute to transportation in 

the islands where four wheel 
drive vehicles cannot go.

They have  two quad 
vehicles on sale. One costs 
Vt590,000 vatu and another, a 
four wheel drive which is used 
by farmers in Australia and 
New Zealand costs Vt890,000.

This one is capable of 
pulling a 700 kilo weight on 
a trailer. “It can go anywhere a 
four-wheel drive truck cannot 

go. 
It can reach any copra shed 

to pick up bags of copra for 
transportation to the market 
and go up to any garden on 
a hill without fear,” Todman 
says.

On Wheels have been in 
Vanuatu since 2008 and they 
are the leaders of Quad Bikes 
and provide spare parts and 
maintenance.

NBV and On Wheels partnership

CyClone proof houses hAve 
been designed and contracts 
were awarded to reconstruct 
damaged buildings in the 
provinces of Tafea and Shefa, 
after cyclone Pam.

People’s houses, schools and 
hospitals were shattered on all 
affected islands.

The French Red Cross, 
Va n u a t u  I n s t i t u t e  o f 
Technology (VIT) and the 
Australian Government funded 
Tafea Centre joined efforts to 
find innovative ways to help in 
the reconstruction of buildings 
on Tanna.

Tanna, in Tafea, was the 
worst affected island.

VIT has been engaged by the 
Australian Government funded 
Tafea Technical and Vocational 
Education Training (TVET) 
Centre to deliver construction 
training to participants who 
will be contracted by the 
French Red Cross to rebuild 
16 classrooms on north Tanna.

‘Managing construction 
project ’  is  the name of 
this training accredited by 
the Vanuatu Qualification 
Authority (VQA).

TVET initially piloted the 
project last year on Tanna.

This year’s training was 
eight weeks long. It was 

facilitated by trainers from 
VIT with Tafea TVET Centre 
staff proving coordination on 
ground.

There were 26 participants, 
mainly from North Tanna.

They undertook various 
activities while covering 
different topics regarding 
the project such as drawing 
using scale measurements, 
addressing the importance 
of planning, organizing 
small projects, and hands on 
practical on the construction 
of a building. 

They also learned technical 
skills in their village.

According to the Manager 
of the Tafea TVET Centre, 
Joe Iautim: “The French Red 
Cross wants to do something 
that will benefit people in the 
long run.

“That is why we (Tafea 
TVET Centre  and VIT) 
worked together by organizing 
this training for building 
construction.

“It will be beneficial in a 
way that the participants will 
be train to build the classrooms 
and therefore acquire building 
skills they can use in the future.

“Red  Cross  prov ided 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d 
catering for the trainers and 

participants at the training site 
along with classroom materials 
and construction tools used 
during practical while TVET 
took care of trainers and 

participants traveling costs, air 
freight of training materials, 
stationery and accommodation 
of trainers at Lenakel.” 
Participants have constructed 

two new classrooms as part of 
their practical sessions.

They received a statement 
of completion from VIT.

Meanwhile, 14 of the 

participants have now been 
formally contracted by the 
French Red Cross to begin paid 
work in the reconstruction 
effort.

Red Cross, TVET and VIT 
partner in Tanna reconstruction

The ‘Managing Construction Project’ on Tanna


